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PASTOR'S POINT
last October 2, a Saturday, Kathy and I were driving

home from dinner at China Garden and I tumed on the car
radio. lt happened to be around 6 pm, the hour for Garrison
Keillor's "Prairie Home Companion" on Public Radio. We
used to listen to the show when we lived down in the big
citf, mosdl for the news from Lake Wobegon, Keillor's
mythical home town in Minnesota. You know, where the
women are strong, the men are good-looking, and the
children are above average, Then, when Keillor's humor got
a litde too morbid for our aste, we quit listening.

Well very unfrcrtunately, we tuned back in on the night
he had decided to unload on tle Methodists. You may
already know that Keillor regularly makes fun of Lutherans,
Catholics or Uniarians, but hirly gendy. Not tiis time, He
explained that a listener had written him a letter accusing
him of romanticizing churches too much. He said he
resolved to stop doing that beginning with the next song,
an amusing litde ditty titled "Methodist Blues."

I'm only going to quote a few ofthe sanzas from the
song several of them are really too offensiye to repert in a
church nerrsletter. lf you wish, you can get the full dosage on
the Prairie Home Companion website.

I go to church every Sunday morn
I've been going since I vas born
starting to think there's something I missed
by being a Methodist
I got the Methodist blues.

Our theology gets thinner and thinner
we don't talk about savint the sinner
sometimes I wonder if God e><ists
but I can't because I'm a Methodist
I tot the Methodist blues

The minister is way to the left
the organist is almost deaf
the choir is getting long in the tooth
got no youti director cause there ain't no youth
I got the Methodist blues.

-And I've saved the worct for last-
Got no purpose, got no mission
iust layers and layers of tradition
iust another reail business
evernhing picks up around Christmas

I got the Methodist blues

That really ticked me ofi. I know I should have done
something before this, but I sort of got absorbed doint
actual ministry in the buslest quarter of the year, So last
Wednesday, I wrote and sent the followint letter to
Garrison Keillon

"Dear Mr. Keillor: As a United Methodist and pastor
to a highly effective United Methodist conSregation in
Ridgecrest, Cd I am deeply ofiended by your supposedly
satirical song 'Methodist Blues.' Your decision to include tlris
stereotyping song in your October 2, 20 l0 program ref,ects
an extreme bias against one of the great branches of the
Christian church, and not only tiat, you seem obtuse in your
misapprehension of who we are. Have you visited a United
Methodist contregation for worship lately? | doubt iL lf ).ou
did, you might learn sometiing.

I serve a Metiodist contretation of roughly 300
members who share a powerful purpose and a mighty
mission. We have a vibrant music ministry with a large and
excellent choir, including singers and instrumenalists of all
ages. We have many youth in our contregation, and yes, we
have a full-time youth director on our saff. Our membership
is growing. We value tradition, yet we do not dwell on it
The topic of God saving sinners occurc regularly in my
Sunday messages. Our hears, our minds and our doors are
always open to all.

What is more. this is the most mission-minded church
I have ever had the privilete to sewe. tast year, we finished
a 3-year fundraising campaign that covered the full cost of a
new Habiat for Humanity home, as well as doing a signif-
icant portion of the construction work ourselves. I would
like you to wioess the amazint list of mission proiects we
supported in jusr tle last l2 months.

Mr. Keillor, I know that you are iust a humorisg but
you picked tie wrong church to de-romanticize, and you
went too far. The United Methodist Church is alive and well
in North America with over 30,000 congregations, and our
churches in Africa are experiencing explosive growth. Our
mission, for your information, is to make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world. You mitht wish
to write that down. lt s the real deal.

Come and visit us sometime in sunny Eastern
California. Winter is almost over here. You would
welcomq everybody is.

Yours Very Truly, Fastor Rich LaShure."
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2010 CHRISTMAS OFFERING for MARA

Photo by Don Levdle, R gttt io Lefr
Wes Hensley, Rw. llse Peeta Superintendent DePano, Rlch

Wes Hensle/s J{isslon Momcnt on fanuarT 30:
"My inspiration for our Christmas offering to Mara

District sarted at Annual Conference in 20O4 when the
Regent from Africa University spoke there. He alked
about the awesome rate that dre Methodist Church was
growing in Africa. This was primarily due to the Pastors
that were being born out of the Theolory prognrm at
Africa Univercity. The campus as of 20(X had thousands
of students drat grew from the mustard seed Cal-Pac had
planted there. A choir of | | had accompanied him on the
trip to our Annual Conference and when they sang it
filled the Chapel at Univenity of Redlands. Their singng
struck me as if a choir of Angels was singing from
Heaven.

One of the songs they shared was the "African Alle-
luia' that our choir sang for the anthem today. I ah/rays
wanted to do something to contribute to that awesome
scripture based minisry that John Wesley would be radi-
ant with pride over. When Skip Keatin& our District Lay
Leader shared the message of our District pannership
with Mara I saw our chance to join with them.

Our giving to Mara has been an enmple of grace
like I have never witnessed before. Last year's ofiering
was $6,t|02.52, and this yeay's was g7108.00. That is
$ 13,510.52 from our congregation.

I would like to renar our challenge to the Pasadena
District and hope to have this challenge presented at dre
upcoming How-To Worlshop that the District is hostint
at Covina. Using the member count from the 2009 Con-
ference Journal for the District based on the 2008 Dis-
trict repo6 if each member of our District gave $20
from our challenge last year, we could provide $216,520
to Mara,

Continued...

Wcs Hensley's /|li.ssion Moment Continued,,,

lf the District was willing to challenge each member
to last year's challenge of $20 and this year's challenge of
$20, that would mean $433,040 to Mara.

lf the District is willinS to meet the challenge of $46
per member over RUMC's two years of giving we'd de-
liver $497,996 to Mara. A $20 challenge is no more dran
asking each member to btry 4 farer o<tra value meals at
McDonald's or 4 fewer Sarbucks trips for a month. The
Spirit is alive and well in Mara. This is our God-sized goal
for Mara""

STEWARDSHIP MOMENT
Did you know that our Mission Giving for 2010

equaled 24% of the size of our annual budgetl That
means we gave one-fifth of our toal income to those in
need. I personally view that as a huge success, Indeed a
victory for tJte Kingdom of God.

The United Methodist Gurdefin* book on Steward-
ship sap that a local church should have a goal of gving
20% of their annual income. We are right on. Reviewing
the list of mission proiects accomplished through our giv-
ing reaffirms how God has blessed us as stewards: Habi-
tat fior Humanity, Mara District Tanzania Mission fusis-
ance, UMCOR (Haiti and Chile relief), Relay for Life,
Great Strides, Heifer Proiect, Sierra Service Proiec! sup
port for our missionaries, Living Bread, Jim Lewis Schol-
arships, Rancho International Ministries, Holiday Food
Baskets and many more.

Now some of you may be wondering how the other
80% of our income is used. Quite simply, it is used to
execute the mission!

The mission of RUMC -'To share Christ's love
with all, through our tradition of scripture, sennons, mu-
sic and fellowship.,." Also the mission of the whole
Unit€d Methodlst Church - "To make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the tnnsformation of the world. Local
churches provide the most significant arena through
which disciple-making occurs," (7he Book ofDisciplinc of
the United rtlethodbt Qturd.I

Yes, the other 80% goes to our pastor, our staff,
our facilities and our protrams, These allow us to share
ChrisCs love and enable disciple'making with worchip,
pftryer, service and outreach to the local and global com-
munity. All of this is made possible by our generous giv-
ing.

As our Lord said, "Store up for yourselves treatrures
in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and
where t}tieves do not break in and steal." (l4t 6:20 NIV)
I invite you all to continue this trend during 201 l. Next
month l'll attempt to discuss some of the non-financial
aspects of stewardship.

-Al Bradford



In Service In Our Church

Acolpe
Usherc

Liturgist (8:00)
Liturgist ( l0:30)
Acolpe
Ushers

Lock-up for Febru"o, Wran:ze=y

FEBRUARY 6
Flowers Available
Liturgist (8:00) Laura Lei Miller
Liturtist ( | 0:30) Melanie Branson

Creative Expressions
Lead: Michelle Kilikauskas
Help: Jill Bradford

Counters: Jim Hoover,
Cathy Maais,
Lynn Wade

Fellowship Hosts: Sheri Boston,
Janice Anderson,
Nancy Hodge

FEBRUARY I3
Flowers Available

Scout Sunday
Scout Sunday
Unknown
Rocky and Nina Lane
Tim and Barbara
Johnson

Creative Expressions
Lead Michelle Kilikauskas
Help Anilable

Counters Hazel Hensley
Barbara Johnson
Nina lane

Fellowship Hosts Diane Leveille,
Carol Gardiner

Unknown
Wes and Hazel Hensley
John and Paige Necer

FEBRUARY 20
Flowers
Liturgist (8:00)
Uturgist (10:30)
Acolpe
Ushers

Creative Expressions
Lead:
Help:

Counters

Fellowship Hosts:

FEBRUARY 27
Flowers
Liturgist (8:00)
Liturgist (10:30)
Acolpe
Ushers

Creative Expressions:
Lead
Help

Counters

Fellowship Hosts

Available
Available
Kristin Hall
Unkoown
Dwight and Mary
Atkinson, Sanley and
Ellen Chassagne

Michelle Kilikauskas
JillBradford
Mary Atkinson,
Sheri Boston
Nancy Saxton
Aileen Scott,
Diane Wadelin,
Phyllis Wise

Available
Diane Leveille
Diane Leveille
Unknown
Monte and Tina Frisbee
Scott and Terry Millea

Michelle Kilikauskas
Available
Kristin Hall
Wes Hensley
Nancy Hodge
Kathleen Hanson,
Vivian Wright,
Chloe Bryant
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OUR PURPOSE
AND l'llSSlON

We are a richly blesse4 loving and splriunl
hmit of Christ who sharcs gods love through our
persond and congregrtlond mlnlstrles. Our
mlssion is to sharc Chrlst's love wfth dl, through
our tradltlon of scripture, sennons, music, and
fellowshlp. We bellwe strongly In sharing our
blessing with thosc in nccd.

Our church family welcomes you to ioin us n
our bible based worshlp, p6ycr, and discipleshlp.

rtsstoN Et{PHAsrs
Each momh, our church has an emphasis for

glvlng that is glven as thc Buck-A-Month. You wlll
flnd the bucket dlsplaycd In the Narthex (as you
walk into the church on thc credenza). We also
wlll take ofierlng for tlre mlsslon ernphasis in the
offering plate but h ne€d3 to be clearly des@ated
(in the memo llne on a check or in an envelope).

The Missions Commlttec has the pleasure of
asslgning tie month mission protrams to support"
These are then voted on at the Ad Council. For
the mornh of Fcbruary, wc arc suppoftlng:

Llvlng Brced illnlstrlcr
And

Rencho I ntcrnedonel Mlnlstrlcs (Rll'l)

FOOD EI.IPHASIS
FORTHE I{ONTH

This year the Mlsslons Commlttee hes elected to
deslgnated a specifc fiood each mondr to bc provlded
to the Salvation Army,

Thc fiood ltem br Fcbruery ls
BEEF STEW

Of course other items erc rvclcomc rs well. Please
place your ltems n drc bluc buckct in the Nardror.



On February 12,201 I the Unhed Methodist Men
will once agdn host tfielr

Sweedreart Banguee
Tlckets are g | 5.00 ea

Dinner will bc serred at 6:00 pm
in the Soclal Hall

Jim Hoover, Jay and Nancy Hodge arc the Chcfs
for the aenlng and

our youth wlll be helplng to serve
The evenlng promlses to be very enteralning

It is that time of tie year atain
Time to order your valentine cookles
for famlly and frlends

The cookie boxes are only 95.00 each
Wlth an assonment of cookles the price
cant be beac

The boxes are decorated with stickerc and bows
and on February 136 they'll be ready to go.

On February l2th packing will be done
lf you want to help pack-9:30 am is the time to
come.

lf you want to help bake cookies too
See Terry Ratcllfi or call 4f.l9652.
And she'll glve you instructlons on lust what to do.

UMW Mlssions local and district wide
Wll benefrt when you open your mouth up wide
and eat one of tfre many dellcious cookles inside

So get your orders in and dont delay
Because tfie boxes will be ready on February | 3th
in time for Valentines Day.

Diane Wadelln
January 20 | |

ALBERTSON'S
REWARD STICKERS

Rldgccrcst United Methodbt Church has
pooled thelr Albertson's reward stlckers and
redeemcd thcm for i2 Thomas Cookware pans.
Shown arc menrbers of thc youth group wtth
Dlrector of Youth, Amy Ochoa. One set wlll be
dven to thc reclpiens of the next Hablat House
with the ranralnder belng acceptd by Teresa
representing the Worncn's Shelter of Rleccresc

y\EIFER PROJEgI

Through the generosity of the congregation and
the Sunday School, we were able to scnd ln
$960.00 In December. That was cnough to buy
two KnlaeCs Glft Easkea. Each Knitter's Gift
Basket includes one llama one alpaca one sheep
and one angora rrbblt These animals contribute
well brlng of dre hmllics and the communlty whan
the gift ls passed on.

^-.9y1 
n"* proiect ls three camels by Epiphany

20 | 2 (anuary 6, 2010). Each camel is $SSd.OO. ior
a total goal d $2,550.00
Thank you for your support
Juanita Morton-Heifer Project Coordinator
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lnaudy Tuu&y lns cone ady this yead

All young odults college-oged to 35ish ore
invited to o super secret plql Comc reody for
the porty on @
6:3Oom to 7:3oom In l'lrc fcllowrhio rcom (in
the sonctuora).

Free childcore will be off*ed in the
nursery/Room l0 during the event.

We are in need of eight interested young
odults fo plcy chorocter roles - oll others will
be obsavers to the plry. All roles include
scripted pqrts with hints ond clues to use. It
is best to come dressed os your chorocterl If
you or€ willing to plq o port, contoct Amy
prior to the evenf,

Youth

All youth group menbers ore invited to spend
Volentinel Doy with the people they love the
most - their fellow youth group friendsl Cone
on out ltlondoy nloht. thc 14n flpm 5om to

@for o mini lock-in, Volentines style! 8rin9
your gome stotions ond cords. Mn-youth group
friends ore welcome to join us. Dinner
provided by Cupid Coterirg. See you there!

Collitg oll scropbookers. cord mokers, ond
quiltersl Olivio Zade is once ogoin hosting o
crop-o-thon benefifting the Victorville llorch
of Dimes Wclk $20 gets you in for on oll-night
crop in the sociol holl on Fridry. Fcbruor?
lln from 4pn to lzmldnloht. Dinner will be
included olong with hourly door prizes ond
smcks ond drinks throughouf the night. To
rese$E your spoce contoct Olivio ot
ozodeS@yohoo.com or ot 865/ 386-2129.

S€md a Nbh0 At tu Museumn[
Fifth groders to twelffh groders ore invited
to trovel down to the tgSJ499!g!!@!
History ituscun or Frldov. April lt (no
fool'sl) for o night thot will be of-so-cool!
Porticiponts will be involved in o speciol ofter
dork museun-wide scovenger hunt, go on on
exclusive floshlight tour of the Lo Breo tor
pits. sleep under the T-Ra< skeleton, hove
breokfost Soturdq morning inside the
museum, ond so much morel Only 13 more
youth spots cre ovoiloble os of the end of
Jonuory. Cost to ottend is $5O, with whole or
holf scholorships ovoiloble for those who could
use it. Tronsportotion provided by odult
choperones. You don? sarrt to nss thE trtp!
See Amy for more detoils or to sign upl



SWEETHEART BANOUET

On February 12, 201 I the Unhed Mcthodist Men
will once agdn host thelr

Sweetheart BanqucG
Tlckets are $ | 5.(X) ea

Dinner wlll be serrcd at 600 pm
in the Socld Hall

Jim Hoover, Jay and Nancy Hodge are dre Chefs
for the wening and

our youth will be helping to senve
The evening promlses to be very enteraining

It is that time of the year again
Time to order your nlentine cookies
for family and friends

The cookie boxes are only $5.00 each
With an assoftment of cookies the prlce
cant be beat"

The boxes are deconted with stickers and bows
and on February l3d' they'll be ready to go.

On February l2th packing will be done
lf you want to help pack-9:30 am is the dme to
come.

lf you want to help bake cookies too
See Terry Ratclifi or call 4f'.965L
And she'll give you instrucdons on lust what to do.

UMW Missions locd and district wide
Will benefit when you open your mouth up wide
and eat one of the many deliclous cookles inside

So get your orders in and dont delay
Because the boxes will be ready on February | 3th
in time for Valentlnes Day.

Diane Wadelin
January 20 | |

RiQecrest Unhed Methodist Church has
pooled their Albcrtson's rerrvard stlckcrs and
redeemed them for 42 Thomas Cookware pans.
Shown are membcrs of the youth group with
Dlrector of Youth, Amy Ochoa. Onc set wlll be
given to the reclplents of the noct Habltat House
witfi the renralndcr bcing accepted by Teresa
representing the Women's Shelter of Ridgecrese

9\EIFER PROJECI

Through thc generosity of the congregetlon and
the Sunday School, wc were able to scnd In
$960.00 In Dcccmbcr. That was enough to buy
two Knitter's Glft Baskets. Each Knlaer's Gift
Basket includes one llama, one alpaca one sheep
and one angora nbblt These animds contribute
well bring of the hmilics and the community whan
the gift is passed on.

Our new proiect is three camels by Epiphany
2012 (lanuary 6, 2010). Each camel ls $850.fl). for
a total goal of $2,550.00
Thank you for your support
Juania Morton-Heifer Proiect Coordlnator



United
Methodist
Women
FAITH . HOPE ' LOVT IN ACTION

Our purpose is:
The organiz€d unit of United M€thodist
Women shall be a community of women
whose PURPOSE is to know God and to
experience fre€dom as whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive
fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in the global ministri€s of
the church.

The onlv reouirement for membership in
United Methodist Women is a desire to
accomplish this purpose. There is no
requirement to pledge any money. There is no
requirement to pledge any time. There is no
r€quirement to attend a circle, to do a bible or
mission study, or work for a global mission of
the church. Primarily, the requirement is to
knorv God. All of our aclivities are tied to lhe
desire to get to knor God b€tter. W6 offer
programs to oncourags a relationship with God
and w6 do missions like our Valentine Cookio
Sales to raise money to support loving and
caring for others in places all over the world.
We do these things with joy in our hearts
beceuse we knolv that w6 are serving God.
These things are done for God's glory. All
togelh€r, our units of Unit€d M€thodist Women
combine to form a group of 800,000 women in
a strong relationship with God. We are one of
the largest wom6n's groups in the woddl We
havo memb€rs everl/\^,here. But, we are busy
women too. We care for our families, we work,
we pursue hobbies and olh€r activiti€s. But,
all you need to do to b€ a m€mber is to believe
in the purpose. Join us at any time. We would
love to be with you.

It is a new year for United Methodist Women.
This year our theme is Peace and we will
have several programs around that theme.
Look for our Call to Preyer pr€ram at the
beginning of the Lenten Season, our Seder
Meal at Passover (during Holy Week this
year), and our Thanksgiving Program
celebrating all we have ta be thankfirl for
around, what else, Thanksgivingl We have
the sam€ lead€rship toam this year but it has
been stined up with people taking some
different positions:
Officers
Laura Lei Miller
Janice Anderson

President
Secretary
TreasurerShirley l(dner

Lorelei Atencio
Secretary of Program Resources

Mission Coordinators
Juanita Morton
-Membership, Nurture, and Outreac|
Diane Wadelin- Spiritual Grorth
Terry Ratcliff -Education and Interpretation
Circle Chairs
Barbara Jyl6se11--_- 3M Circle
Aileen Scott Siste/s Act
Kathleen Hanson and Laura Miller

Friendship Circle
We are always looking for a few good women!
We have several offices that are not filled:
Vice President
Chair of the Committee on Nominations
Mission Coordinator for Social Aclion
lf you have an interest in leading or even just
leaming about United Methodist Women,
please feel free to attend our board meetings,
w6 would love your input.



My name is Laura LeiMiller
And lam currently reading:

INHERITING THE TRADE:
A Northem Famlly
Confronts |ts
Logacy as
the Largest Slave-
Tradlng
Dynasty ln U.S.
Hlstory
momas No/7',t,an Dawdt
Bddcon tuess, 2U)8
262 pages /Rn1 2J t1 6.00
In 200'1. Thornas Oewof
disco\rgrsd thel hs was
rrlatod to the mo$
successfu| slavGtradim

famlly In U.S. hFtory, r€3ponslble tor transpo.ting et
least 10.000 Afrlcsm. ThB 13 hls memdr of ths
joumey in which 10 family members rotracod their
ancostoF slops through th6 notorious trlanole trads
routFfrom New Englend to West Afrlce to Cuba-
and uncovered lhe hidden sleve trado history

Wow,-this book is fabulous and I am
havirp a hard time putting it dcniln to share
with you what it is about (l am on page 169).
I recantly have b€come very interosted in
family history (my own) and this book is a
E$lo4hg story about Thomas DeWolfs
experience in exploring his family and a
really little undorstood part of world wide
history. llove reading about history in this
way. I think the subjec-t mafter is important
and the insights in this book have touched
me greatly. I am particularly honified by the
church's support of th6 slave trade. How
could that happen? This is how lfeel about
lots of history (holocaust, crusades,
inquisitions, etc.) when I leam it. I have also
recently read the biography of Williem
Wlberforce who was the architect of the
abolition of slavery in Britain. That is on the
list too. This helped me to understand why
it took so long for abolition to pass in Britain.
Some of the same politics were true in
America too. Read this. You won't be
disappointed.-Laura Lei Miller

Did you knor that the r€ading program of the
United Methodist Women is op€n to all
people in our cor€regation? Men, cfrildren,
youth and women arg all encouraged to
participato in the Reading Program. Our
reading program libary is in the Fello^,ship
Room. This is a collec'tion of books and
magazines that are divided into five mission
emphases to en@urage us to read a diverse
seleclion. The areas are: Education for
Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing
for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual
Growth.

The Purpoce
The purpose of the Reading Program is to
encourage United Methodist Women
members:
. to expand understianding of and
participation in God's mission;
. to increase sensitivity to all human beings
- their needs, interests and concoms;
. to oncourage critical thinking about issues
facing humanity today;
. to grow in understanding of Scripture as it
relates to Christian faith in contemporary life;
. to enhancs self-knowledge and to acl from
that knowledge; and
. to strengthen involvement in local and
global Christian mi$ion.
United M€thodist Women recommends a
diverse range of books with the intention of
broad€ning exposure to a variety of
concepts. The Reading Program does not
intend that readers accapt each word or idea
contained within each volume. Some books
you may agree with. Some you may not.
Either is all right. United Methodist Women
cares and wants you to be a knorvledgeable
and caring Christian about cunent issues.

Check out the program. To leam more about
what books are included (we don't oivn all of
the books!) please contaci Lorelei Atencio
who is our orffcer in charge of the program.

lNHERITINB
THE TRAOE
.,tF.+lt'.t
t,irb r-,t-.rrt /-'



Enioy thc sunshine is what I am thinktng today,
but by the tlme you tet thls we should be back into
a cold February or soon after. This reprise from
the cold has been a real glft from God. Praise Him.

This is my opportunlt), to say Thank You to
Kathy Cummings, our 8:00 a.m. servlce music
coordinator for the plannlng and findlng speclal
music for the 8:00 am. services. In January we
owe our thank to Mike Petersen, Jef Green, Mick
Rindq Debn He{lin, Mark Kolstoe, Janice and John
Anderson; Kathy Cummlngs, Carol Sakal, Kristin
Hall; Paula Herr; Joe Hansen, Curt Kidner. Kathy
leads the hymns witi others every Sunday and she
says she loves being there with you. Blessings for
this ministry Kathy. lf you or your Youth are
willing to asslst in this servlce please contact Ms,
Cummlngs.

The adult choir has remained strong after the
Christmas season with an averate attendance for
the first 4 Sundays of the month at nearly 32 and a
rehearsal average of three rehearsals, all over 30
attending. These dedicated musicians and singerc
need to be congratulated for their loyalty, so
blessings and thanks to each of them.

lf you enioyed the Cantaa presented on
December l2th by Pipper Choplin than save the
date for Maundy Thursday service with communion
and a Pepper Choplin Cantata 'Come Wdk Wth
Me' with narradon and soloists on April 2 | at 7
P.m.

See you there. Love and Blessings,
Janice Anderson, Dlrector of Muslc

NURTURE
COMMITTEE

Thank you for your support in the outreach of
caring for our congregation. We have had a real
rash of surgery, illness, etc. in the past fwv weeks
and we know of several surgerles on schedule for
February. Please consider cooking an extra
ponion and delivering to our beloved contretants
who are In need of some asslstance (tomorrow it
could be you). lt does not have to bc a flve-course
meal, even one dish is very helpful for the caregiver
and lets them have a litde resg

lf you have illness in your home please call me
or the church office and we will get in contact with
those who have made an ofier to help. Let us
serve you as a part of our mlnistry of carlng

lf you are willlng to cook bake, transpo6 etc.
please call me or the church offce and wc will keep
you posted to our needs. Thank You for seruing
your Lord in thls hshion. Five persons were served
in January so we are blessed wlth giverc and
receivers

Mary Ne,cer will be the recipient of the most
recent'Prayer Quilt'. Tie a knot and say a prayer
for healing when you see a quilt in the nartho<.
Thank You Methodist Quilt Group for your
bcautifu| generous donation and ministry. The
group me€ts on the last Wednesday afternoon in
the Fellowship Room if you would like to learn to
quilt a square wlth these lovely ladles. Check with
Janet Tonkln or Carol Sakai for deails.

Prayers for healing for all who have had serious
medical conditions and we pray we have helped
make your lmprovenrent a litde easier.

Blessings and love, Janice Anderson
Nurture Committee Chair
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N6w year, n€\ r boginnirEl A lot of peoplo,
esp€cially us Asians, b€lieve lhat docisions and
aciimg set th€ dir€dion for the rest of lho year. I
like Jeruary b€caus6 it's my poriod of ass€ssmont
and plannirE. No, yori did mt hear from me last
month b€causo I wasn't sble to compose my
prayer bulletin. I was hom€ for 2.5 ws€ks and
returned to Liberia Oec 16, with my mother! Yes,
sho is h6r€. She €njoyed the lmg lravel though
conf$s€d f€€ling as though we r on't gvor gd to
Ganta. Vvhat with 27 Hours of flying through 5
countriss then 5 Hours on rough roads. Sho ahvays
thanb God and m6 for th6 opportrnity ol beirE
with p€ople sh€ prays for using the U|vfW Prayer
Calendar. She k€epg hrsy looking for small work
she can h€lp at the mission, lik6 scrub-cleaning all
signboards. She has begun her ministry with the
p€opl€ she encounteB by prelng with and laying
hands on lh€m. But her main task is kooping m€
clean and f€d.

As for me, it is good to have my mother
here. I hav6 somebody to talk with at the clos6 of
day. lt has b€€n extra difiioit since retuming.
Th6re ar€ iust 2 of us MDs managing this 150 bod
c€pacity hospital b€causo th6 3rd doclor went
AWOL. Later we came to knov he has be6n
omploy€d in a big hospital in Monrovia. These last
2 we€ks wero particularly trying. Each of us does a
straight wsek of night calls asido fom our usual
Monday-tcsalurday work scfiedule. lt's cornmon lo
be call€d to do at l€ast 2 Caesarean S€clions in
th€ middle of the night. After successive nights of C
Seciions, I was called for a tiny 18 y€ar old
prematur€ birth who had b€€n in labor for 3 days. ll
took them 3 days to finally d€cid€ to gpt her to a
hospital. But h€r uterus was so fetigued that it just
won't contract desoit€ a maximum dose of
available medicin$. The choice was betwe€n
bleeding to death or living withorrt th6 uterus. The
choice was easy, but to live with tho cons€qu€nca
of thal choic€ is a ditr€rent metter. ThanKully her
baby was bom strong and sh6 has at l€ast a child.
This pati€nt was follo\ red by a 19 year old whos€
baby died in the womb, b€caus€ they dolayed
coming to the hospital. I thought I would be doing
another hyst€rectorry. ln my moment of dospair I
cried out, "l hat€ the uterusl I don't want to s€€
another on€|" God is good. ldidn't s€6 any otherg
for 3 days. But this week I had daily hysterec{omies
for older lvom6n with tumor gro{th in their uteri. My
Podiatric Surgeon-Boss was ofiended when I told
him I was doing hysterec{omies her6. Maybe he
bolieves ws Pediatric surgeons are train€d for a
higher calling. My mother, on the other hand, told
m€ how wonderful that God has called me and put
m€ in a placs whoro p€opl6 aro in dire ne€d of
surgoons. Mothers are Gods special bl€ssing!

At th6 close of 2010, we h6re were praying
for the country of Guinea because of danger of
post el€clion violence developing into civil war.
Ganta hGpital is just 15 minutes from the Guinea
border and war or not w6 got Guin€en pati€ntrs.
Praise God the situation was resolved and oeace
restored.

Noi, it's anothor neighbor on lhe verge of
civil war. lvory Coast is 2.5 houF away and th€
Liberia border toivns have had refuge€s cro$ing
over sinc€ th€ start of 201 1 . Of last reporl there are
5000 lvorian fefug€€s registered. I was a memb€r
of the reconnai$ance group fiom Ganta that went
lo the bordor to assess th6 he€lth facility from the
border to us. This is in preparation for an
escalaibn. Th6re wer€ at least 4 small health
clinics manned by nurs€s along the main road and
Ganta hospitral is tho only and nearest hospital with
th€ cepability of r€ceiving spill-ovor casualties. W€
have put tog€ther an em€rgency plan. Althoqh
the media reporis have not been encouraging, w€
continue to pray for peaceful resolution.
Underslandably, Liborians ar€ wary of rumors of
wars b€cause th6ir own country has b€en ravaged
by several civil wars.

January is definit€ly eventful. ff b€ginnings
do s6t the tempo for ho\iv the y6ar is going to be, it
sure is gonna be cfiallenging. But even sur€r is
God's very present h€lp in €very situetion. Pleas€
pray for strerEth and stamina for me. Pationce loo,
becaus€ it se€ms to be in short supply affer several
busy nights. Pray for peace in West Aftica region,
specifically lvory Coad. Pray also for lh€ Lib€ria
Annual Conference happ€ning in Ganta on Feb 7-
13. Thank you for ble$ing me with your love,
pray€rs and gracas. Till next lime, Elma
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I This letter is edited for space consid€rations. The full letler is available orFline at http://umcrc.rs I



Family and Friends in Need of Our Prayers

Thank You for Your Prayers

lf you have a hmily member or a friend that you would like us to pray for through our preyer chain ministry,
and include on our prayer lisg pleese contact Margaret Anderson at 375-9860 or Diane Wadelin in the church
office at 375-7434, lt is our policy for names to appear on the prayer list for two months, For ongoing
concerns please notif the oftice or Margaret Anderson,

Bill Alltop Avery Anderson
Jayson Arnold Lorelei Atencio
Claire Belicer Anna Benson
Derek Brown Judy Burns
Gina Chase Paul Clair
Elizabeth Conaway Cabi Conti
Pamela Coward Bonnie Dale
Tricia Eoff Tammy Ferris
Taylor & lsabella Frisbee Ginny Friz
Lori Helm Virginia Hendricks
Barbara Garber Elnora Jedlicka
Kiberiti Family in Tanzania Dale Lane
Karla Ling Tim Loscar

Natalie Andri
Bob Atkinson
Don and Kay Blachly
Dave Carleton
Claire Goodell
Carol Corlett
Lillian Daley
Helen Fowler
Bill Hall
Steve Hesselink
Lou Jordan
Dick Lewis
Lela Mason
Marie Neff
Heidi Rauh
Margaret Rodger
Gaylon Ryno
Diane and Frank Seymour
Mark Swett
Elizabeth Watson

Rich McCormick
Doug Plumhoff
Betty Rhodes
Jeff Rose
Kathy Schimpf
Keely Smith
Rex Wahaven
Cherry Whitemore

MISSIONARIES

David Bird
Mussahi Cummings
James Garwalki
Jason McCalk
Tyson Price
Gary Sullivan
Andrew Valadez

The Moreau Family
Crystal Racicot
Judy Robert
Linda Roush
Carrol Sewell
Patti Suttle
Alex Ward

Alan Bradford
Jason Desmarais
Sheldon Greshem
Rob Menia
Kad Randall
Matthew Taylor
Katie Weback

Ryan Carmichael
Brandon Deusenberry
Michael Leveille
Tyler Oddl
James Ryan
Magge Tidwell
Steven Whitmore

Linda Archibald
Stephanie Backman
Chloe Br;'ant
Chuck Campbell
Betty Clark
Florence Condos
Wilma Davis
Pat Frangias
Kathleen Hansen
Herman Hoffman
Charline Kvapil
Phil Lilly
Pepon McCormick
Mary Netzer
Daniel Reymore
Cass Roquemore
Sais Family
Kira Shearer
Carol Teylor
Julie Watters

Benjamin Cox
David Dunaway
Ben Marvin
Danny Oestreich
Andrew Smith
Andrew Toll
Randall Zade

Dr. Elma Jocson, Missionary to Liberia

U.S. MILITARY

Krista Givens, Missionary Hamburg Germany
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FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS
Alexis Austin
Stenson Smith
Roger Becker
Victoria Pillers
BillCampbell
Jeanne Greene
Meghan Branson
EmilyJohnson
Amy Ochoa
Aaron Wadelin
Devin Estrada
lsabella Frisbee
LaNeyha Gleason
Ted Fiske
Nancy Hodge
Roxann Gibbs
Vivian Ryno
Debra Heflin
Kyle Hall
Brady Gardiner
Geoff Lindsay
Wilna Nelson
Donna Weeks
Pat Noland
Diana Kay
Jessica Anderson
Taylor Frisbee
Judy Campbell
Robera Skinner
Gregory Mattis
Joshua Boston

t2
t3

t4
t5

t6
t7

t9

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

l6 Ray & Carol Magorian
17 Bill & lrene Regnier
20 Art & Lorelei Atencio
29 George & Elsa Hennings

lf your birthday or anniversary
is not listed in our Church Directory,
please conact the office know so we
can honor you on your special day.

28
29



FEBRUARY
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

9O0 am
VBS planning Mb.

in Rmm 2

GROUI'ID HOG DAY

6:30 pm Porvor ol
a lrvhisp€r Class

7l)0 p|n Trusloo
Fellowshb Rmm

3

7O0 pm
Adun Choir Reh€arsal Fler

5

8O0 am UMM
B.oeklast

in Social Hall

Sur|d!y
Wo]lhlp Sch.dub

4OO p|n
UMW Boad Mb.

Room4 -

OSOfrm Power otz
a Whboor Class

BSA 341
6:30 pm Ped( lt i9.

7:OO p|r BSA Trmp 35
Ed. Bdg. & S.H.

8
3OO pm

Homs School
Social Hall

7OO pm Fly Fish€6
Social Hall

12 llmn 9
A.S.L Clasg
S.H.EBm.2

6lx)pm
P.F.LA.G Rm- 4-

6:30 pm Pon€r ot
a Whisp€r Class

5:30 pm 10

Girl ScolJt Troop 161

600 pm
Adult Choir Rehearsal

11

Marci ol Dim6s
Crop-o-Thon

3O0 pm - l2OO am
Social Hall

12
9:A) am

UMW Pachno
ol Vat€ntin€ -
Cookie boxes

6:00 pm UMM
SvU€olhean Dinner

w*m1lt3H"cur.13
Vabn0ne Cookbs
lsedy br PIG*up

att€; Worshh Sendco

2OG5O0 pm
'Crop Cilcle

Sodal Hall

Sso om Yourh EwrlF
6:g) pm E|ible Slrrdy

F€llotr8hlo Rmm

Cub Pacft 3.11
6:00€:00 t||n

em
7f0 pm BSA Troop 35

E(l. BldE. A S.H.

9:m am Sbie/s Adl6
Folloxrdrio Roorn
1 1:30 am 3M Cid6

12 Noon A.S.L. Class
Rm. 2 & S.H.

5:30 ofll
.Gid Scout8 t2263 Fm. 7
7:m Dm Ad Council

53upm 17
Gid Scod.Troop 161

6:00 pm
Misbn's Mts Rm 2

Ad"r#!?Hgk"o.l
Youm Adull Mixor

7,O-S. Suns€t
. 6:307:30 pm

Flex

sundly m
Worlhlp Sch.dub

6;30 Dn 21
Slo Sitidy

Fello*shiD Rim
8:3O Young Adu[ Mixer

Cub Peck 3ill
6l)0€fi pm

and
7O0 gn BSA Tpog 35

Ed. Bld!. & S.H.

z,
Oosdlin€ br artides

br Marct Mossongst

3SO pm
Hom€ SclFol dasg

Sodal Hall

a,
12 Noon ASL Clssg

Fm.2ESH
1:00 pm Ouiliors

FellorFhip Room

Friendship Circle

24

Adur #l?ETh'arsar

% 26

sundly zz
Wor.hlp SchcduL

n.
6:30 Drn

Bd€ Stjdv
F€llowehip Rdm
Cub Pad( 341
8:0O€SO Drn

erd
7:00 pm BSA Troop 35

Ed. Bldg. & S.H.

Sunday Worship Schedule
8:@ am and 10:30 am Worship Service

9:00 am Sundav School all aoes
Middle School Youth Group 2:30 - i:00 pm Room 2
High School Youth Group 4:00 - 5:30 pm Room 2

5:00 pm Adull Sunday School Boom 4



SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Worship Service

8:00 and l0:30 am
9:00 am Sunday School for all ages

(Child care is provided)
5:00 pm Adult Sunday School
Bring A Friend To Church

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF RIDGECREST
639 North Norma Street
Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Posage Paid
Permit No.20
Ridgecresg A 93555

Current Resident or

Rldgecrest
-  Uni ted Methodist
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