
Stewardshlp Moment

Stewardshlp ls about thln& Peter seys In
chapter 4 of hls first eplstle, verlse lGl l, "Ukc
good stewards of thc manlfold grace of Go4 serve
one another with whatever gft each of you has
recelved." I must conf$s that upon first radlng
thlr I felt compelled to 6llow this comman4 as a
form of discipllnc that is requlred. In other words,
I feh thls verse polnted me to a '\rork" tiat should
to be accomplished in return for receMng grace. lt
wasn't until later, I zeroed In on tfie part that says
we've each recelved a glfc What are these gifts
we've recelvedl

We havc been given no.less than eternal life
(ohn 3: 16). We have been glven the Holy Spirit
(Acts 138). And from the Holy Splrlt wc have
been given splrltual glfts (Romans | 2 and I
Corinthians l2). In his hster sermon, hstor Rich
spoke about vlctory that ls, Christ's ultlmate
victory, Hls vlctory over deatfi. He said that
because we have been glven a relatlonshlp wlth
Chrlsg "Hls vlctory can be your vlctory." Wow.
We've been glven a relatlonshlp wlth the Creator,
and His victory. John Wesley spoke of "the means
of gnce," ways In whlch God works Invlslbly In us
to qulcken and strentthen our falth. Indeed one of
the $fts we've becn glven is the transformatlon
that is taking place through the Holy Spiria As
Faul sai4 "And we, who with unveiled faces all
reflect the Lord's glory, are beint transformed Into
His llkenesq witfi ever-increaslng glory which
comes from the Lord, who ls the Spirit" (2 Cor
3: l8)

After aking stock of "dre gift each of you
has recelve4" Peter's command doesn't seem like
a type of '\'rrork" at all. Sharing gifts not only ts "a
means of grace," but a small way to show honor
for all we have received. Sharlng the gifts we have
received is quite simply a rewardlng way to honor
our Lord for all He has given us. The opportunity
to honor someone with whom we have a
relationship, someone who we care aboug or
someone we love ls a rewardlng and loyful
opponunity. We have been gven this oppomrnity,
by simply sharing our gifts whh one another.

Al Bndford

Lenten Soup Suppers
&

Easter Egg Hunts

This year the attendancc at the soup
suppers contlnued to grow until thc last several
were averaglng about fifty people. We want to
thank dl those who brought soup, salad, or bread
(and many people brought food muhlple tlmes.)

The devotlons made our tlme together
more meanlngful and we are gratefrrl to Pastor
Rlch, Pastor Ed, Wes Hensley, Ellls Tiffany, Alan
Bradford, and AmI Ochoa for giving us somethint
to ponder each weelc Thanks to each one of you.

We especlally appreclate Nancy Hodge and
the others who stepped In to take charge of the
evenings when we were unable to be there. What
a blesslng to be pan of such a loving supportlve
church hmlly. Thank you all.

These supperc were frec bw donations to
feed the hungry ln our community would be
accepted. People were very tenerous and around
$730.(X) wilt be dlvlded betveen the Livlng Bread
Mlnistry and the fund for the hollday baskets whlch
our church provldes. We know it will be
appreciated.

Several people commented that the Lenten
devotlon books deepened their appreclatlon for
thls holy season. We hope that ls true for others
of you as well.

The Easter Eff Hunts are the responsibility
of our committee bw thls year tie maior part of
tfie work was done by Amy and some of the
Youth. A blg thanks to all of you who brought in
the fllled plasdc eggs, lt was fun to watch the
yount$en enloylng looklng for eggs after each of
the Easter moming servicei. lt is a loy to see so
many young hmilles at church these days.
Mary Nelzer & Llnda Archibald
Co-chairs hmily Mlnlstries


