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A Book Review by
Mary Ross

The True Cost of Low hices. The
Violence of Globalization bv
Vincent A" Gallagher hlls under the
United Methodist Women Reading
hogram category for Social Action.
This book is a difficuh book to read
since it details the high cost of
human suffering and iniustice

workerc pay in order for we consum€rs to purchase
goods at low prices. The author deails the workings
of intcrnational finincial institutions, International
Moneary Fund, World Ban( World Trade
Organization, and how they comributc to the
growing inequity and injustice of less developed
nations and thus poor percons. Some of tJre chapters
included in this book on global injustice awakening to
the hidden violence, neocolonialism, how the poor
suffer, keeping unhir structures (systcms) In place
the politics of food, and violence against Latino
Workers in El Salyador and the United Sates. Mr.
Gallagher relates tfie history of the theologr of
liberation and the role it has phyed in transforming
societies and the systems of violence and iniustice,
panicularly as it relates to structures which are
oppressive, political, sexual, social, economic, and
religious. The Church's role is to assist tfie oppressed
In confronting lniusticcs and libenting tfie oppressed.
The book cnds wlth a chapter on Avnkenlng to dre
Reality of Suffering which discusses the rcality of
consumerism, competition, and materialism and the
role these play in nlues and consumerism. The
author reminds us ofJesus' teachings and how tbese
rehte to lustice. Thcrc is a whole section on Fair
Trade product and wlut the principles of Fair Trade
Involve. The hst chaptcr is -How Can We Respond
and this leaves the reader with many actions tve mat
takc. So although this is a hard subicct to study, thcre
is hope that we are able to make a difference.

Mary Ross
UMW Mission Coordinator for Sochl Action.

Long Eeach District

Frcm the President

Greetings beloved sisterc! lam excited about
UMW this summer. I will be traveling to the School
of Christlan Mission and learning about our newest
studies on Haiti and Restorative Justice. I have heard
the buz about thc Restorative Jusdce progra.m and
am very eater to learn about iL

This summer is an "off time" for two of our
circles, 3M and Sister's Act They wlll both resume in
September. However, in August we will be visited by
our Pasadena District Leadership Team in their
North End Trip. Thcy arc doing a program again for
us on Saturday that should be In Independence but I
believe it will bc relocatcd to Bishop. So, plan to loin
us as we travel up to Bishop for the day and enloy
worship with the hsadena District Team and have
lunch with them. This prognm will energize us for
the FalL I am rure.

We have been asked to raise 92 pcr member
to Buppon dre Medrodist Hospltal. This ls one of the
programs that UMW supports globally (h lust
happens to be quitc close to us!). Plcase try to
suPPoft the protram and give $2 to our treasurer,
Shirley Kidner, so that we can enhance our pledge
this way.

-L:ura Lei Miller, hesident

Calendar of Events

22-24 School of Christian Misrion
27 Friendship Circle

August l0 lce Cream Social
August 27 North End Trip-hogram
August 28 Nonh End TripWorship

Purpose ofthe
United MethodistWomen

The organized Unit of Unhed Methodlst Women
shall be a communiq of Women whose

PURPOSE is
to know God and to experience freedom as whole

persons through Jesus Chrisg
to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and

to expand concepts of mission through participation
in the global mlnistries of the church.


